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Today  another  lot  of  fortnightly  tips  for  the  food-shopper  are 
on  hand.  The  Consumers'  Counsel  has  again  sent  in  its  Market  Service 
giving  advance  news  of  supplies  and  prices  of  seasonal  foods. 

Eruit  news  first  —  and  a  good  deal  of  it.     I  note  some  J  or  2 
fruits  listed  here  —  from  strawberries  and  cherries  to  melons,  apri- 
cots, plums,  pears,  and  peaches.     Then,   I  note  also  some  news  of 
asparagus  and  new  potatoes  and  of  meats  coming  to  market. 

Unfavorable  growing  conditions  this  spring  such  as  cool  wet 
weather  have  slowed  up  vegetable  and  fruit  crops.     And  "because  the 
vegetable  crops  were  late,  the  usual  spring  drop  in  prices  of  vegetables 
was  delayed.     In  fact,  you  may  have  noticed  that  some  vegetables  even 
went  up  in  price.     The  cool  wet  weather  has  damaged  young  plants  and 
made  replainting  necessary.     It  has  also  slowed  up  harvesting  in  the 
early  sections. 


Strawberry  predictions  are  about  the  same  as  they  were  when  we 
last  reported  shopping  tips.     Late  May  and  early  June  will  see  the 
"heaviest  strawberry  movement,"  as  the  trade  puts  it.     Because  unfavor- 
able weather  has  set  hack  the  marketing  of  berries,   supplies  from 
several  areas  will  probably  overlap.     Louisiana  shipments  will  be 
on  the  decline  by  the  last  of  May  but  the  second- early  producing 
States  will  be  shipping  at  this  time  and  in  early  June  the  intermediate 
States  will  have  the  market.     Production  in  both  these  areas  is  slightly 
larger  than  a  year  ago. 

That's  all  the  news  today  for  strawberry-shortcake  eaters. 
But  for  the  fellow  who  loves  fresh  cherry  pie  —  well,  the  prospects 
are  that  he  will  have  to  be  patient  a  little  longer  this  year  than 
usual  before  he  can  indulge.     In  most  of  the  important  cherry-producing 
areas,  the  season  appears  to  be  from  2  to  3  weeks  late.     Early  cherries 
began  appearing  in  the  market  during  the  first  half  of  May,  but  they 
usually  start  coming  in  April  and  continue  through  August  with  the 
most  coming  during  June. 
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As  for  plums ,  the  first  of  the  season  are  expected  in  late  May. 
Aprico ts  you  can  expect  to  see  in  June.     And  June  will  also  open  the 
pear  and  peach  season  this  year.     Sorry  to  tell  you  that  peach  produc- 
tion,  in  the  10  Southern  States  supplying  most  of  the  eating-peaches 
on  the  retail  market,   is  estimated  at  almost  h  million  bushels  short 
of  the  crop  last  year. 

Cantaloups  are  already  in  the  markets  but  only  a  few  of  them. 
The  cantaloup  season  begins  in  May,  you  know,  with  shipments  from  the 
Imperial  Valley,  California.     It  ends  in  October.     The  big  cantaloup 
month  is  August.     Most  of  the  early  cantaloups  come  from  the  Imperial 
Valley  and  this  year  the  estimates  are  that  the  crop  will  be  larger 
than  last  year's. 

What  about  wat  ermelons  ?    The  season  runs  from  May  through 
September  with  the  peak  in  July.     You  can  expect  to  see  the  first 
melons  in  the  market  any  day  now,  probably  from  California  or  Florida. 
These  2  States  produce  about  a  half  of  the  early  supplies.     The  early 
watermelon  crop  promises  to  be  slightly  larger  than  a  year  ago.  As 
for  the  melons  in  Georgia,   the  State  that  produces  the  most  —  they 
are  late  this  year  like  other  fruits  and  probably  won't  be  coming  to 
market  much  until  July. 

So  much  for  fruits.     Now  aDout  asparagas  and  new  potatoes . 
California  asparagus  shipments  were  practically  completed  by  the  15th 
of  this  month.    Asparagus  now  coming  to  market  is  from  eastern  and 
mid-western  States.     California  produces  about  50  percent  of  yearly 
asparagus  supplies.     The  crop  in  the  States  which  will  be  shipping 
from  now  until  July  will  probably  be  slightly  smaller  than  a  year  ago. 
Asparagus  supplies  on  the  market  usually  reach  their  peak  in  April 
and  then  decline  monthly.     The  season  ends  in  July. 

New-potato  supplies  are  increasing,  but  production  during  late 
May  and  early  June  will  probably  be  less  than  half  as  large  as  last 
year's.     Rain  held  up  potato  harvesting  early  in  May  and  this  kept 
prices  up.     Potato  prices  usually  decline  from  May  to  mid-August. 

Finally  about  meat  prices  and  supplies.     The  price  situation 
remains  unchanged.     Spring  lamb  prices  will  hold  until  late  in  June, 
from  prospects  at  present.     Heavy  storage  holdings  of  pork  and  lard 
have  prevented  the  -  customary  spring  advance  in  hog  prices.     Fork  prices 
probably  will  not  change  much  until  the  seasonal  rise  late  in  the 
summer. 

That  concludes  the  news  of  supplies  and  prices  of  seasonal 
foods  as  reported  by  the  Consumers'  Market  Service. 


